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Alive in Baghdad - Videocast with a vision

Knowing that | blog a lot about corporate podcasting, I'll be trying to provide more suggestions to readers on
shows | find appealing beyond the business realm. One videocast | cannot recommend highly enough is
Alive in Baghdad. I've copied the information below from their "about" page to provide some background:

Alive in Baghdad was formed to counter the sound-bite driven, ‘Live From’ news model. Through
the work of a team of Americans and Iraqi correspondents on the ground, Alive in Baghdad
shows the occupation through the voices of Iraqis. Alive in Baghdad brings testimonies from
individual Iraqis, footage of daily life in Iraq, and short news segments from Irag to you. In 2005
Brian Conley travelled to the Middle East for two months and spent three weeks in Baghdad. After
a year of preparation for the trip, learning Arabic, and studying the history and culture of Iraq, he
went to Baghdad to meet Iragis. Initially Alive in Baghdad chronicled the voices of Iraqis, in order
to provide a more intimate picture of Iraqi life. After a second trip to the Middle East this summer,
Alive in Baghdad provided video cameras, microphones, tapestock, and training to Iraqis living in
Baghdad. Now these Iraqgis are producing a weekly videoblog from Baghdad, on topics ranging
from protecting their families from death squads, to what it is like to be an Iraqi Police officer.
These Iraqis are Omar Abdullah and Isam Rasheed working full-time, Qasem Al-Dulaimi producing
some video and a regular text blog, as well as a number of other Iraqis collaborating on a
currently ad-hoc basis.

Although I'm somewhat reluctant to talk politics in this forum, | think sound journalism is utterly important in
terms of getting correct perspectives on world events. And AIB provides a compelling, if often difficult to
witness, perspective you simply won't get from American news. It's shows like these that make me proud to
be a podcaster-type who wants to ensure that people's true voices are heard above the din of spin and
politically correct sound bytes that serve a hidden agenda.

Please note: subject matter and images may not be suitable for children.
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